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BARRETT & FARAHANY ANNOUNCES
﻿JEAN ABREU AS NEW PARTNER

 
Barrett & Farahany, LLP is pleased to announce that Jean Abreu has joined the firm
as a partner, effective January 5. Her addition marks an important milestone for the
firm and further strengthens its commitment to advocating for employees and
holding employers accountable throughout the Southeast.

Jean Abreu brings more than a decade of experience litigating complex employment
and labor matters at the highest levels. Prior to joining Barrett & Farahany, she
served as a Supervisory Counsel for the United States Department of Labor, where
she litigated and oversaw hundreds of cases involving federal employment laws and
regulations.

In her role with the Department of Labor, Jean led high stakes litigation and advised
agency leadership on critical enforcement initiatives. Her work spanned a wide
range of employment law issues, including whistleblower protection, workplace
safety, retaliation, wage and hour compliance, and the enforcement of employee
benefit protections. She played a key role in shaping litigation strategy and ensuring
that employers were held accountable for violations of federal law.

Jean’s career has been defined by both results and purpose. Among her notable
achievements, she successfully recovered more than one million dollars in
misappropriated retirement funds on behalf of workers. Her experience has given
her a deep understanding of how employers operate, how cases are built and
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defended, and what it takes to achieve meaningful outcomes for employees whose
rights have been violated.

After years of public service focused on government enforcement, Jean has shifted
her practice to personal advocacy. At Barrett & Farahany, she now represents
employees across the Southeast who have experienced discrimination, retaliation,
unpaid wages, and other unlawful workplace practices. Her transition from federal
enforcement to private representation allows her to bring a unique and powerful
perspective to her advocacy on behalf of workers.

Jean’s extensive litigation background, regulatory insight, and commitment to
protecting vulnerable employees align seamlessly with Barrett & Farahany’s mission.
As a partner, she will continue to play a key role in advancing the firm’s efforts to
secure justice for employees and promote fair and lawful workplaces.

Her addition reflects Barrett & Farahany’s ongoing growth and dedication to building
a team of highly skilled attorneys who are deeply committed to employee rights.

Additional Attorney Announcement
Barrett & Farahany also announced that Kathryn F. “Katie” Abernethy joined the firm
effective January 5. Katie is a North Carolina Board Certified Employment Law
Specialist and is admitted to practice in North Carolina and Illinois. She brings more
than 25 years of experience to the firm.

Katie began her legal career representing corporate clients in complex employment
litigation before transitioning to employee side advocacy. Today, she represents
workers in matters involving federal and North Carolina employment laws, including
discrimination, equal pay, disability rights, whistleblower protections, and wage and
hour violations.

About Barrett & Farahany
Barrett & Farahany, the oldest law firm in the Southeast dedicated exclusively to
employee rights, with a national reputation of excellence, currently serves ten states,
including Alabama, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Minnesota, Ohio, South
Carolina, North Carolina and Tennessee, along with the District of Columbia. The
firm has physical offices located in Atlanta, GA, Birmingham, AL, and Chicago, IL. To
learn more about us visit: justiceatwork.com or find us on LinkedIn or Facebook.
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Our Attorneys Represent Clients
﻿Across Several States﻿

Our ability to offer a comprehensive array of legal services across
numerous states is made possible by our strategically positioned network
of four branches. Each branch, situated in states across America, proudly
extends our renowned brand of resources to its respective region. Led by

seasoned and highly connected legal teams, these branches deliver
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invaluable legal representation tailored to the unique needs of each state
they serve.
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